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	As  the  EU  expands  to  include  the  Central  and  East  European  (CEE)countries,  its  capacity  to  adopt and  implement  environmental  policy  will  be  negatively  affected—this  has  been  a  widely  held  assumption.  The  CEE  countries  have been expected to be laggards, slowing down, weakening or even reversing progress in  environmental  policy-making.  More  than  2 years  have  now  passed  since  the enlargement,  and  the  new  member-states  have  begun  to  make  their  mark  on  EU decision-making  and  implementation.  This  article  confronts  gloomy  expectations with evidence in three issue-areas: genetically modified organisms, air pollution and climate  change.
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	Learners will be able to:
· Analyse and discuss EU energy priority areas
· Have knowledge of each member state’s energy saving strategies
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